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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claims 6 and 14 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 6 is written to be dependent on claim 10, however, claim 6 is identical to 
claim 15, which already depends from claim 10. Therefore, the Examiner believes claim 
6 should depend from claim 1, and will be examined as understood by the examiner. 

Claim 14 is written to be dependent on claim 1, however, claim 14 is identical to 
claim 5, which already depends from claim 1. Therefore, the Examiner believes claim 
14 should depend from claim 10, and will be examined as understood by the examiner. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sannoh et al. (US PGPub # 2002/0149689). 

2. In regard to claim 1 , note Sannoh discloses the use of an imaging device, 
comprising an electronic camera which images an observation image (paragraph 0030 
and figure 1), a display which displays the observation image imaged by the electronic 
camera and photograph information of the observation image (paragraph 0042 and 
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figure 1:17), and a display setting portion which controls the display and sets display of 
the photograph information (paragraphs 0041-0042). 

Therefore, it can be seen that Sannoh fails to disclose that the imaging device is 
used with a microscope. Official Notice is taken that the concepts and advantages of 
using a digital camera with a microscope are notoriously well known and expected in 
the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the Sannoh device to be used in conjunction with a microscope in order to 
provide a real time display of microscopic objects to more than one user through the 
use of a display means as well as allowing the storage of a permanent copy of the 
observed image by recording the captured data. 

3. In regard to claim 2, note Sannoh discloses that the display setting portion sets at 
least one of a line color, a line width and a line type (paragraph 0044). 

4. In regard to claim 3, note Sannoh discloses that the photograph information of 
the observation image includes at least one of a photometry, a focus, a color balance 
and a scale (paragraph 0043). 

5. In regard to claim 4, note Sannoh discloses that the display setting portion sets at 
least one of a line color, a line width and a line type (paragraph 0044). 

6. In regard to claim 5, note Sannoh discloses the use of an imaging device that 
displays the observation image along with photograph information and adjusts the color 
of the photograph information (paragraph 0044). Therefore, it can be seen that Sannoh 
fails to disclose the use of a complementary color generator which sets a display color 
of the photograph information to a complementary color of a background image of the 
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observation image. Official Notice is taken that the concepts and advantages of using a 
complementary color generator to adjust the color of data that is to be displayed along 
with the image based on the color of the background of the image are notoriously well 
known and expected in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the Sannoh device to include the use of a 
complementary color generator which sets a display color of the photograph information 
to a complementary color of a background image of the observation image in order to 
prevent the photograph information from disappearing in the image in the event that the 
image background and the photograph information are the same color. 
7. In regard to claims 6-7, note Sannoh discloses the use of an imaging device that 
displays the observation image along with photograph information, as claimed in claim 1 
above. Therefore, it can be seen that the Sannoh device lacks the use of a color 
determination unit which determines a color for each one pixel of a background image 
of the observation image, a histogram computing unit which computes a histogram for 
each color determined by the color determination unit, and that the display controller 
sets a display color of a plurality of sets of the photograph information based on the 
computed histogram. Official Notice is taken that the concepts and advantages of using 
a color determination unit and histogram computing unit to calculate the number of 
pixels of each color within an image in order to adjust the display color of photograph 
information are notoriously well known and expected in the art. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the Sannoh device to include 
the use of a color determination unit and histogram computing unit to calculate the 
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number of pixels of each color within an image to adjust the display color of photograph 
information in order to prevent the photograph information from disappearing in the 
image in the event that the image background and the photograph information are the 
same color. 

8. In regard to claim 8, note Sannoh discloses the use of a display pattern 
generator which generates a pattern for displaying a plurality of sets of the photograph 
information (paragraph 0044). 

9. In regard to claim 9, note Sannoh discloses the use of a display pattern memory 
which memorizes a predetermined display pattern as a table (paragraph 0033 and 
0051, and figure 3). 

10. In regard to claim 10, note Sannoh discloses the use of an imaging device 
comprising an electronic camera which images an observation image captured 
(paragraph 0030 and figure 1), and a display which displays the observation image 
imaged by the electronic camera and a plurality of sets of photographic information 
concerning the observation image (paragraph 0042-0044 and figure 1:17). 

Therefore, it can be seen that Sannoh fails to disclose that the imaging device is 
used with a microscope. Official Notice is taken that the concepts and advantages of 
using a digital camera with a microscope are notoriously well known and expected in 
the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the Sannoh device to be used in conjunction with a microscope in order to 
provide a real time display of microscopic objects to more than one user through the 
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use of a display means as well as allowing the storage of a permanent copy of the 
observed image by recording the captured data. 

11. In regard to claim 1 1 , note Sannoh discloses that at least one of a line color, a 
line width and a line type displayed on the display of the plurality of sets of photograph 
information is settable (paragraph 0044). 

12. In regard to claim 12, note Sannoh discloses that a plurality of sets of the 
photograph information concerning the observation image includes at least one of a 
photometry, a focus, a color balance and a scale (paragraph 0043). 

13. In regard to claim 13, note Sannoh discloses that at least one of a line color, a 
line width and a line type displayed on the display of the plurality of sets of photograph 
information is settable (paragraph 0044). 

14. In regard to claim 14, note Sannoh discloses the use of an imaging device that 
displays the observation image along with photograph information and adjusts the color 
of the photograph information (paragraph 0044). Therefore, it can be seen that Sannoh 
fails to disclose the use of a complementary color generator which sets a display color 
of the photograph information to a complementary color of a background image of the 
observation image. Official Notice is taken that the concepts and advantages of using a 
complementary color generator to adjust the color of data that is to be displayed along 
with the image based on the color of the background of the image are notoriously well 
known and expected in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the Sannoh device to include the use of a 
complementary color generator which sets a display color of the photograph information 
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to a complementary color of a background image of the observation image in order to 
prevent the photograph information from disappearing in the image in case when the 
image background and the photograph information are the same color. 
15. In regard to claims 15-16, note Sannoh discloses the use of an imaging device 
that displays the observation image along with photograph information, as claimed in 
claim 1 above. Therefore, it can be seen that the Sannoh device lacks the use of a 
color determination unit which determines a color for each one pixel of a background 
image of the observation image, a histogram computing unit which computes a 
histogram for each color determined by the color determination unit, and that the display 
controller sets a display color of a plurality of sets of the photograph information based 
on the computed histogram. Official Notice is taken that the concepts and advantages 
of using a color determination unit and histogram computing unit to calculate the 
number of pixels of each color within an image in order to adjust the display color of 
photograph information are notoriously well known and expected in the art. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the Sannoh device 
to include the use of a color determination unit and histogram computing unit to 
calculate the number of pixels of each color within an image to adjust the display color 
of photograph information in order to prevent the photograph information from 
disappearing in the image in the event that the image background and the photograph 
information are the same color. 
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16. In regard to claim 17, note Sannoh discloses the use of a display pattern 
generator which generates a pattern used to display a plurality of sets of the photograph 
information (paragraph 0044). 

17. In regard to claim 18, note Sannoh discloses the use of a display pattern memory 
which memorizes a predetermined display pattern as a table (paragraph 0044). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US005331419A: note the use of the display of image data along with photograph 
information that is adjusted based on the background color of the image. 

US005689742: note the use of the display of image data along with adjustable 
annotations. 

US005650607A: note the use of the display of photograph information, wherein, 
the shape, pattern, and color are adjustable. 

US 20030067551 A1: note the use of the display of image data along with 
photograph information. 

US 20010040629: note the use of the display of image data along with 
photograph information with different line characteristics. 

US007173660B2: note the use of the display of image data along with 
photograph information. 
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US 2002008765: note the use of the display of image data along with photograph 
information with different line characteristics 

US006888567B2: note the use of the display of image data along with shaded 
regions of interest. 

US003812288: note the use of a camera used to capture observation images of 
a microscope and adjust them according to a histogram. 

US004453814: note the use of photograph information that is adjusted based on 
the background color of the image. 

US005557358A: note the use of the display of image data along with shaded 
regions. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chriss S. Yoder, III whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 7323. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

CSY 

March 30, 2007 




